
 

Protocol 
for the Bolin Centre Science Advisory Group (SAG) meeting 

Date: Tuesday 3 December, 2019 

Time: 9:00–12:00 

Place: Tarfala room (T433), Geoscience building 

 

Directors: Nina Kirchner (NK) 

Alasdair Skelton (AS) 

RA 5: Malin Kylander (MK)                

Frederik Schenk (FS) 

 

RA 1: Could not attend  RA 6: Margret Steinthorsdottir (MgS) 

RA 2: Matthew Salter (MtS) RA 7: Kristoffer Hylander (KH) 

Regina Lindborg (RL) 

RA 3: Fernando Jaramillo (FJ) 

Anne Soerensen (AnS)  

RA 8: Sara Cousins (SC) 

Johan Ehrlén (JE) 

 

RA 4: Could not attend Communication: 

 

Data coord: 

Mod. coord: 

 

Mentors prog. 

 

Climate Arena 

Annika Granebeck (AG) 

Eva Gylfe (EG) 

Anders Moberg (AM)  

Anna Lewinschal (AL)  

 

Malin Kylander (MK) 

 

Elisabeth Däcker (ED) 

 

 

 

1. Meeting opens NK/AS  

2. Selection of attester and secretary for this meeting  

Eva Gylfe was appointed secretary and Matthew Salter was appointed attester. 

NK/AS  

3. Approval of the agenda 

The item Budget for 2020 was moved from an information-item to being a decision-

item. The agenda was then approved.   

NK/AS  

4. Protocol from previous SAG-meeting 

There were no comments and the protocol was approved.  

NK/AS App. 1 

5. Updates (short) from RAs  

Update from RA2: 

RA2 recently held an Arctic Ocean 2018/MOCCHA workshop to carry on the process of 

data analysis following the successful Oden expedition to the North Pole in 2018. RA2 

is also providing funding for Caroline Leck to continue analysis after the campaign. RA2 

has also funded a successful winter school in Abisko. RA2 is also part funding a visiting 

professor, Joel Thornton, who is visiting MISU/ACES for a year (jointly supported with 

IMI). Within RA2 the large EU H2020 project FORCeS is starting up. The FORCeS 

project is very relevant to RA2 with many scientists involved from Stockholm 

University. It deals with improved understanding of aerosol forcing and is primarily a 

modelling project.  Within RA2 we have significant engagement in climate answers by 

scientists. Within RA2 a “catch-up” workshop is planned for March. One topic under 

active discussion within RA2 is a lull in participation – spending allocated funds has also 

become more difficult. This is something the RA2 leadership hopes to change in the next 

  



 

year with a focus on encouraging the more junior members of the RA to apply for 

funding. 

 

Update from RA3: 

RA3 had a session during the Bolin Days with RA4 which they were happy with, as well 

as the Bolin Days overall.  

 

A funding matter for RA3 is the difficulty to be able to distribute funds to those who do 

field work in January, as it does not sync well with budget planning. The solution has 

been to distribute funds for specific project they are well aware of instead of having an 

open call. RA3 reminded everyone of the event Nematodes in Space, arranged together 

with Baltic Sea Centre (Tuesday December 3rd, 15-19).  

 

The RA will have a two day-workshop in March where they discuss water resources and 

climate change. Research area-leader Anne Soerensen will shortly start working at the 

Natural History Museum. The goal is to stay as a RA-leader.  

 

Update from RA5: 

RA5 recently had a fika which was successful with 25 attendees and 10 presentations of 

research within the area as well as one informative presentation from the Database team. 

Recent funds have mostly been used for field work in various places.   

 

Update from RA6:  

The RA-leadership has encouraged members to apply for funds which has increased the 

number of applicants. The funds have mainly been used for field work as well as lab 

work, especially for dating using carbon isotopes. They plan a workshop some time 

during next year.  

 

Update from the Modelling team: 

They had a successful training event in October. For next year’s event you can contact 

Anna about what training you would appreciate and she will have it in mind. 

 

The Database team:  

DOIs (Digital Object Identifiers) have now been added! If you have questions/thoughts 

regarding this you can contact bolindata@su.se. 

 

Updates will be given by RA1, RA4, RA7 and RA8 at the next meeting.  

 

6. Protocol from previous Board meeting 

The written report from ESAG, mentioned in the board protocol, will be discussed by 

the SAG when it arrives. There were no other comments.  

NK/AS App. 2a, b  

7. Protocol from previous Bolin Climate Research School meeting 

There were no comments.  

NK/AS App. 3 

8. Update: Thriving Earth Exchange (TEX) 

The working group had a positive videoconference with the organizers from TEX. It was 

decided during the call that AGU (American Geophysical Union) will provide formal 

accreditation for TEX – projects. Staff from AGU can also put in hours in possible 

projects.   

 

The next step is to meet with Samverkansavdelningen at Stockholm University and 

discuss this. If they are positive to this initiative they will discuss staffing and funding.  

 

NK/AS  

http://su.powerinit.com/Modules/Campaign/NewsletterLink.ashx?lid=60870&eml=bolincentret-at-su.se@lists.su.se&rid=302161


 

The issue of whether EGU (European Geophysical Union) should be involved was 

raised. The issue of whether SMHI still have concerns was also raised. Regarding EGU, 

they will not be part of this as AGU has initiated TEX. SMHI will provide input if/when 

concrete suggestions are on the table.   

9. Discussion: Bolin Days 2019 

SAG concluded that for next year it could be a good idea to use bigger rooms as it was 

crowded at times. The directorate will look into this. For next year, it was suggested that 

the planning of the days should start earlier. The group then decided that a schedule for 

the Bolin Days will be created during next year’s retreat (August/September) or during 

the last meeting before the summer.  

 

Other suggestions to follow up on then was:  

- A more scientific start of the Bolin Days instead of the regular Opening session. 

Preferably about accomplishments within the RAs and possibly by key note 

speakers.   

- More interactive sessions, where there is more time for questions at the end of 

talks and a variation of presentations. This could be by having panel discussions, 

longer presentations, etc.  

- RA8 suggests that RA7 and RA8 has a combined session where they present 

what they have accomplished since they became a part of the Bolin Centre.  

 

One issue that needs to be dealt with for next year is how to make the talks accessible 

across disciplines. Some presenters have trouble fitting in both a pedagogic introduction 

and their new results. Avoiding acronyms is a key issue in making the talks accessible.   

NK/AS  

10. Update: Nomination of new ESAG members for the period 2020-2022 

SAG approved the list with suggestions for new ESAG members. They also gave the 

directors the mandate to move on to other names that have been suggested if any 

nominees from the primary list decline the invitation.   

NK/AS App. 4   

11. Decision: Dates for Research Area seminars during 2020   

Suggestion for dates based on 2019:  

RA5     Feb       

RA2     March    

RA3     April     

RA1     May     

RA4     Sept     

RA8     Oct     

RA6     Nov   

RA7     Dec  

The group approved the suggestion, although RA5 and RA2 will discuss a possible 

swap. Each RA will contact bolin@su.se with a specific date as soon as they have one 

set. For the RA seminars that will be during the spring semester, specific dates needs be 

set before January 15th. For seminars during the autumn semester, specific dates need to 

be set before August 15th.  

NK/AS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. Decision: Budget for 2020  App. 5 

mailto:bolin@su.se


 

The directors presented the principle budget for 2020 which the group approved 

of. This will be presented to the Board.    

 

13. Information 

a) Dates for SAG-meetings 2020 

The following dates are set:  

23rd of January, 13-16.  

6th of March, 9-12. 

18th of May, 9-12. 

b) Bert Bolin Climate Lecturer 2020: Prof. Roberto Buizza will be invited by the 

Dean to give the Bert Bolin Climate Lecture in 2020. 

c) Recruitment of Study Coordinator for the Climate Research School  

A suggestion has been made for the study coordinator- position which will be 

discussed at the next CRS-meeting. 

d) Recruitment of a Communicator  

The new communicator, Joel Bengtsson, has accepted the position and he will 

start in January.  

e) The Climate Arena 

Räkna på klimatavtryck – Workshop 5 December.  

f) Bolin Centre Seminar Series:  

 

RA 7 

 
Managing biodiversity and ecosystem services in a changing world 

Speaker: Prof Henrik Smith, Lund University 

Time: Tuesday 3 December, 14h00 

Place: Högbomsalen, Geoscience building 

 

 

 

NK/AS 
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ED 

NK/AS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. The meeting was closed. NK/AS  

 

 

Secretary  Attester  

Eva Gylfe  Matthew Salter  

 


